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New Members

We are pleased to announce the following new memberships to SILAS: Tadhg Foley, Patricio Murray, Guillermo O'Donnell, Enrique Rodríguez, John Barnwell, Carolina Barry, William P. Duggan (Senior Members), and Martin Greene (Honorary). The Society has 85 Members. 
Please find attached an updated list.
Appointment of Ambassador Martin Greene to Honorary Member

	[image: image1.jpg]



Martin Greene
(www.theguide.com.br)


H.E. Martin Greene, Irish Ambassador to Brazil since December 2001, has been appointed by the Executive Committee as SILAS Honorary Member. In this way, SILAS recognises Ambassador Greene's efforts to foster links between Ireland and Brazil, as well as his continuous support of Irish studies in Brazil.
Publications: Website New Features, Statistics and Next Editions
Visits and other performance indicators of the open-access publication "Irish Migration Studies in Latin America" continue to improve. On top of the successful latest edition dedicated to Ireland and Brazil (www.irlandeses.org), which elicited numerous comments, some new features have been increasingly visited. 
Among them, a new and revamped Bibliography by area has been enhanced with new entries (http://www.irlandeses.org/bibliography.htm). A Web Log has been implemented to record changes (http://www.irlandeses.org/blog.htm) and, additionally, the Feedback section is now open to include letters to the Editor and reviews (http://www.irlandeses.org/feedback.htm).
Owing partially to these improvements, but chiefly to the contents, for the first time in July 2006 there were more than 10,000 visits to the website in a single month. Additionally, in the period May-July 2006, there were 877 pdf copies downloaded for the January issue (The Irish in Uruguay and Paraguay), 1,776 for March (The Irish in Colombia) and 369 for July (The Irish in Brazil), as well as others for individual articles. 
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www.irlandeses.org - Visits in to 31 July 2006
Together with Associate Editor Claire Healy, we are now preparing the last issue of 2006, with focus on the Irish in Chile, Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador. The following issues will be:
- Vol. 5 N° 1 (March 2007): Mexico, Panama

- Vol. 5 N° 2 (July 2007): Spain and Portugal (invited editor Igor Pérez Tostado)

- Vol. 5 N° 3 (November 2007): The Caribbean (invited editor Jorge Chinea)
If you wish to suggest topics or contributors please contact Claire Healy (clairedhealy@yahoo.com) or Edmundo Murray (edmundo.murray@irlandeses.org).
Irish Latin American Research Fund: Grant Recipients 2006-2007
SILAS has announced its third completed cycle of Irish Latin American Research Fund grants awarded to exceptionally promising students, faculty members or independent scholars from all across universities and institutions in several countries. The following are the Grant Recipients 2006-2007:
- Andrés Bisso and Paula L. Migo (Universidad de La Plata, Buenos Aires). 1,000 Euros. Los procesos de construcción de la identidad en las asociaciones irlandesas de la Provincia de Buenos Aires durante el siglo XX. 

- Igor Pérez Tostado (Universidad Pablo de Olavide, Seville). 1,000 Euros. The Irish Experience in the Spanish Caribbean Frontier: migration, identity formation and political participation in the island of Hispaniola (c.1640-1660).
- Fiona Clark (St. Patrick's College, Drumcondra, Dublin). 700 Euros. Daniel O'Sullivan: an Irish military physician in the Spanish colonial world (late eighteenth century).
Three prestigious scholars sat on this year's Selection Committee: Laura P.Z. Izarra, Chair (University of São Paulo), Kerby Miller (University of Missouri-Columbia) and Angus Mitchell (University of Limerick). They assessed the research proposals and awarded grants to the best projects. According to Laura Izarra 'the proposals were of high quality and it was very challenging to evaluate them. The subjects were of great relevance for the study of the Irish in Latin America and all the proposals give an idea of how much has to be done and accomplished yet. SILAS grant programme is responsible for placing this field of research on the Irish diaspora map and it is possible thanks to the generosity of many people who believe in its importance and in the process of construction of new knowledge for understanding the present and what is to come. I look forward to seeing the results of the three selected projects.' Kerby Miller added that 'it's a very good program, and the level of most applications was very high. We favored original research [...]. All in all, very worthwhile program and experience.' For Angus Mitchell 'the standard was very high and all the applications together showed the potential for a wealth of fascinating original research to be made into Irish Latin American Studies.'
The Irish Latin American Research Fund is open to faculty, advanced university students, and independent scholars throughout the world. Applicants from previous academic years who were not awarded a grant may apply again and submit the same project in the future.
These grants were possible thanks to the generosity of SILAS members and friends:
	Herman and Maria Ana Beuk
Harry Dunleavy
Jim Geoghegan
Cathal McGoey
Bill Mulligan
Peter Mulvany
Edmundo Murray
Hugh Fitzgerald Ryan


 

SILAS Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee 2006-2009 have been constituted, including the following members (please see mini biographies in the website (http://www.irlandeses.org/team.htm):

	President
	Laura P.Z. Izarra (São Paulo). Senior lecturer in English and Irish Literatures at University of São Paulo.

	Vice-President
	Oliver Marshall (London). Research associate at the University of Oxford's Centre for Brazilian Studies.

	Secretary
	Edmundo Murray (Geneva). Editor at the World Trade Organization. PhD candidate at University of Zurich.

	Treasurer
	Edward Walsh (London). MSc in architecture from University College London, interested in migration history, currently assembling a book of Irish letters from Argentina.

	Director
	Hilda Sabato (Buenos Aires). Professor of history at University of Buenos Aires.

	Director
	Sharon Newman (Mullingar, Co. Westmeath). Journalist, author of articles on the Irish in Latin America.

	Director
	Bill Mulligan (Murray KY, USA). Professor of history at Murray State University in Kentucky.

	Director
	Claire Healy (Dublin). Graduated as PhD in history at NUI Galway, researcher at the Immigrant Council of Ireland.

	Director
	Guillermo MacLoughlin (Buenos Aires). Genealogist and accountant based in Buenos Aires.

	In addition to the EC members, John Kennedy, economist specialising in the area of utility regulation, is the Auditor for the new term. 




The Executive Committee and SILAS members wish to express their appreciation and thanks to Honorary President David Barnwell, and former EC Members Gonzalo Cané, Tom Ganly, Andrew Graham-Yooll, Jeremy Howat, Cathal McGoey, Patrick McKenna and Christina O'Shaughnessy for their valuable contributions during the first three years of the Society's life.
Galway Conference, 27-30 June 2007
SILAS's first conference, "Adventurers, Emissaries and Settlers: Ireland and Latin America", will be held on 27-30 June 2007 at the Galway Irish Studies Centre, in conjunction with the Fifth Galway Conference on Colonialism. 
The Society invites papers on any aspect of the multitudinous connections between Latin America and Ireland from academics and the general public in disciplines such as history, geography, politics, literature and linguistics. The aim of the conference is to promote the exchange of views and research findings on a diverse range of issues and on an inter-disciplinary basis. The SILAS conference will take place concurrently and in conjunction with the Fifth Galway Conference on Colonialism. For details on accommodation, please see www.corribvillage.com, or phone +353-(0)91-527112, for campus accommodation. Alternatively, see www.irelandwest.ie/accomodation.asp, or phone Ireland West Reservations Centre +353-(0)91-537777, for private accommodation in Galway City.

Abstracts (c.500 words) should be sent by email to the conference organisers, to arrive no later than 1 November 2006. Should you wish to attend the conference without presenting a paper, please register by sending your details to the organisers by 1 April 2007.
Organisers: Oliver Marshall (oliver.marshall@brazil.ox.ac.uk) and Claire Healy (clairedhealy@yahoo.com). 

2007 Membership Fees 

Your next year's membership fee is due on 30 September 2006. The Society for Irish Latin American Studies has no institutional funding and depends entirely on membership fees, members’ donations and voluntary work for its continuing activities, such as the grants programme, archival work and the online open-access journal "Irish Migration Studies in Latin America". We therefore kindly request that you send the fees as your earliest convenience. 
You may send your fee to 

Society for Irish Latin American Studies

Maison Rouge

1268 Burtigny

Switzerland

IBAN: CH92 0027 9279 2425 7801 P 
SWIFT: (BIC) UBSWCHZH80A.
In Argentina, you may personally at MacLoughlin & Asociados:
Florida 470 2° 213

1005 Buenos Aires

Argentina

Thank you for your continuing support for SILAS, we appreciate your contribution to its endeavours. Muito obrigado, muchísimas gracias, go raibh míle maith agat, thank you very much!
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