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In Memoriam Brian McGinn (20 July 2005)
The recent untimely death of Brian McGinn (age 58) has deprived us of a great friend, and our Society of one of its Founding Members. Brian McGinn was widely known as one of the most prolific researchers of the Irish in Latin America. Some of his articles include "An Irishman's Diary: The Mulhalls", "The Black Irish", "Butlers in 17th Century Montserrat", "The Irish in Mexico: An Annotated Bibliography", "St. Patrick's Day in Peru, 1824", "The San Patricios: An Historical Perspective", "The South American Irish", and his ground-breaking bibliography "The Irish in South America". He also wrote widely about the Irish in Viet Nam and Korean Wars. Brian was always generous with his time if he thought that his help could make a difference, which usually was the case. We mourn the death of a great researcher, colleague and friend. 
An online biography is available at "Irish Brigade": www.illyria.com/irish/irish_webmasters.html
Society's Name

The Irish Argentine Historical Society (IAHS) is now the Society for Irish Latin American Studies (SILAS). During the Annual General Meeting held in Maynooth on 24 June 2005, Members adopted the decision to change the Society's name. The need to adapt our foundational documents and scope of study was evaluated in order to reflect the broader interests of our Members. Consequently, a new name was selected: "Society for Irish Latin American Studies", and sections of the Constitution were changed accordingly. The amended text of the Constitution may be downloaded from the website: Home > About > The Society ("Articles of Constitution").
New Members

We are pleased to announce the following new memberships to the Society: Carlos Zubillaga, Daryl F. Murphy, Hugh F. Ryan, Joe Kelly, and Ruth Illingworth (Senior Members). The Society has 64 Members.
Results of the Annual General Meeting

The third Society's General Meeting was held on 24 June 2005 at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth (North Campus, John Hume Building). Members discussed the reports of the Executive Committee and the Treasurer and several individual motions. Many decisions were adopted, most notably the name change to "Society for Irish Latin American Studies". The General Meeting minutes are attached to this Newsletter.
Panel on the Irish in Latin America 
"Sailing to the Land of Opportunity: the Irish in Latin America"
Our panel at CAIS annual conference in Maynooth took place on 24 June 2005. The following papers were presented:

- David Barnwell. NUI Maynooth, Department of Spanish.

William Duane and his "Visit to Colombia" of 1823

- Graham Davis. Bath Spa University College.

Cultural transfer, Mexican-Irish, among merchants and ranchers in south Texas

- Hugh FitzGerald Ryan. Writer, author of the novel "In the Shadow of the Ombú Tree".

Completing the Circle: Wexford and Uruguay

- Claire Healy, NUI Galway

Irish-Argentine Farms and Indigenous Argentine Survival: Irish migration to the Frontiers of Buenos Aires, 1830-1870.

- Edmundo Murray. Université de Genève.

An Irish "Padrone" in Salto, Buenos Aires: John James Murphy and Nineteenth-Century Migration Networks from Ireland to the Argentine Pampas

New Website Address: www.irlandeses.org

Editorial and technical changes are being performed in our website "Irish Migration Studies in Latin America" in order to adapt our communications to the Society's new name. Now you can access SILAS website at the following url: 
www.irlandeses.org

The previous url (www.irishargentine.org) is also valid. 
SILAS Website Declared of Public Interest
On 26 May 2005, the city of San Pedro (Buenos Aires province) announced that the website "Irish Migration Studies in Latin America" was declared of public interest. The website was nominated by the Centro Argentino Irlandés de San Pedro.
New Grant Recipients of the Irish Latin American Research Fund
The Selection Committee, including professors Thomas Ihde, Rosa González Casademont and Peadar Kirby, announced the following grant recipients:
- Jorge Chinea (Wayne State University, USA). 1,000 Euros. "Jaime O'Daly: Enlightened Planter-Administrator in Late Bourbon Puerto Rico, 1776-1826."

- Karen Racine (University of Guelph, Canada). 800 Euros. "Recruitment in Ireland for the Spanish American Independence Armies, 1814-1824."

- Ryan Crewe (Yale University, USA). 800 Euros. "An Irish 'Emperor of Mexico': The Exile and Rebellion of William Lamport, Don Guillén Lombardo, 1611-1659."

These grants were possible thanks to the generosity the following SILAS members and friends: Herman and Maria Ana Beuk, Cathal McGoey, Edmundo Murray, and the MacGeoghegan Family Society.
Society for Irish Latin American Studies

(ex Irish Argentine Historical Society)

Minutes of the General Meeting

Maynooth, 24 June 2005

President David Barnwell called the Third General Meeting of the Irish Argentine Historical Society to order at 3:00pm. A quorum was established as existing and it was noted that there were five proxy votes.

PRESENT

David Barnwell, Nancy Connolly, Graham Davis, Claire Healy, Ruth Illingworth, Tony Leavy, Edmundo Murray, Sharon Newman.

BUSINESS

1. President's Report

After thanking the Executive Committee members for their support, the President remarked that the Society continues to grow both in members and activities. Although the Society is achieving results in certain areas, there is ample room to support research through publications, grant programmes, manuscript conservation and, particularly, fund raising, as well as co-operation with other institutions.

2. Secretary's Report

The Secretary read last year's minutes noting the successful communications through the website, the grants programme and the contract with Universidad de San Andrés's library as repository of the Society's Manuscripts and Rare Books Collection. Remarked the difficulties to implement "mirror sites" for members in the website due to lack of hosting space, as well as the disappointment over a failed publication of Liverpool papers (panel "The Irish in South America" in ACIS conference) through Universidade de São Paulo, which did not progress owing to lack of papers.

3. Financial Report

The Secretary presented the Financial Accounts for the period 1 May 2004 through 30 April 2005. A 2005-06 Budget in Swiss Francs was also presented. The Auditor Sharon Newman approved both documents.

MOTION: "To accept the Financial Accounts (1 May 2004 through 30 April 2005), as well as the 2005-06 Budget in Swiss Francs "

MOVED: David Barnwell, CARRIED 

4. Fund Raising Committee

The President noted the poor performance of this committee and the need of financial support for the Society's different activities. 

MOTION: "To appoint Sharon Newman and Ruth Illingworth as new members of the Fund Raising Committee"

MOVED: David Barnwell, CARRIED

5. Change of Society's Name

The Secretary explained the convenience of changing the name of the Society to reflect the broader scope of studies in Latin America. Members engaged in a discussion in which some expressed the convenience of having no hyphen between "Irish" and "Latin American", and others remarked the possibility to enhance the scope of studies in the future to other fields than history.

MOTION: Change the Society's name to "Society for Irish Latin American Studies", and modify articles 1a, 2a, 2b, and 11 of the Constitution.

MOVED: Edmundo Murray

SECONDED: David Barnwell

CARRIED 

6. Conference

Claire Healy reported on behalf of the Conference Committee (Claire Healy and Oliver Marshall). The Society's first conference will take place in the last week of June 2007 in Galway, jointly with the 5th International Galway Conference on Colonialism (NUI Galway). A discussion followed about the convenience of a joint conference, and the need of reserved space for our panels. Members also stressed the importance of academic quality for the conference, as well as of providing travel grants.

MOTION: to proceed with the plans proposed by the Conference Committee.

MOVED: David Barnwell, CARRIED 

7. Genealogical Services

The need for providing advice and guidance to family history researchers was discussed by members. 

MOTION: to offer limited advice to genealogical queries from members and to refer more complex queries to professionals in Buenos Aires and in Ireland. 

MOVED: Edmundo Murray, CARRIED 

8. Education Pack

An opportunity to raise the awareness of emigration to Latin America in selected areas of Ireland was considered by the members. 

MOTION: to develop an Education Pack addressed to school students in Ireland about emigration to Latin America. Ruth Illingworth appointed to develop this programme from Mullingar.

MOVED: Ruth Illingworth, CARRIED

9. First Semester Fee Waive

A proposal was evaluated to waive the first year fee to new members applying in the second semester (they must pay second year in full).

MOVED: Edmundo Murray, CARRIED

10. Adjournment 4:30
MOTION: "To adjourn the General Meeting"

MOVED: David Barnwell, CARRIED 
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